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CONDITION 

DESCRIBE THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i r b M l l n )  P H V S I C I L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Hope Dawn i s  a f ine ly  craf ted Federal-style story-and-a-half b r ick  
farmhouse with a three-bay main block and a one-bay wing on its south end. 
The walls are  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with scat tered glazed headers and pencile: 
jo in t s .  They a re  supported on foundations of uncoursed quarried stone. 
The walls a r e  capped with a brick cornice consist ing of four corbeled 
courses of headers. I n  contras t  t o  the  main section,  the wing has a simple 
wooden box cornice. In t e r io r  end chimneys with corbeled caps f lank the  
main sect ion with the south chimney serving the wing as well .  The gable 
roof,  o r ig ina l ly  covered with rounded wooden shakes, is now sheathed with 
standing-seam sheet metal. 

The main sect ion 's  f i r s t - f l o o r  window openings have nine-over-nine 
sash while the  wing sash is six-over-nine. The six-over-six dormer windows 
on the facade a re  pedimenfed and are  ornamented with d e n t i l  moldings. The 
r e a r  dormers o m i t  the  d e n t i l s .  'The dormers,~originally had exposed diagonal 
boarded cheeks, BDwever t he  cheeks are  n6w covered with wooden shingles. 
The main entrance has a round arch transom with reeded s o f f i t  and simple 
spoke tracery.  Turned comer  blocks mark the apex and spr ing pints of t he  
arch. The present glass-pa= f ront  door replaces the  o r ig ina l  ~ a n e l e d  door. 
Window and ex te r ior  door sills a re  of soapstone. Framing the  main entrance 
is a handsome t e t r a s t y l e  pedimented portico on a stone foundation. The 
pediment i s  supported on chamfered wooden posts with lamb's tongue f i n i s h  
s e t  on ra i l ing-height  square pedestals. The present r a i l i ngs  date from a 
1960's res tora t ion  with t h e i r  design based on t races  of the  o r ig ina l  railing1 
found mortised i n t o  the pedestals. The wing i s  fronted by a shed porch with 
s imilar  posts and ra i l ings .  A t  one t h e  t he  wing's s teps  were under t he  
porch, however they have been restored t o  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  loca t ion  leading 
s t r a igh t  from the  porch's center  bay. The simple f l i g h t  of wooden s teps  on 
the rear  of t he  main sect ion is modern. * 

The main sect ion presently has a center  h a l l ,  although the plan's 
o r ig ina l  configuration probably consisted of a s ing le  p a r t i t i o n  located 
s l i g h t l y  t o  t he  south of t he  f ront  door, giving the house a h a l l - ~ a r l o r  
plan. The present arched openings i n  the h a l l  a r e  modem and a re  based on 
the f ront  entrance. Throughout the f i r s t  f l oo r  a r e  molded cha i r  r a i l s  and 
baseboards. The in t e r io r  enframement of the  main entrance is ornamented 
with a molded keystone. Before res torat ion,  the  f i r s t  f l oo r  ce i l ings  were 
covered with tongue-and-groove sheathing dating from around 1900. When it 
was removed, the  ce i l i ng  j o i s t s  were cleaned and l e f t  exposed as they were 
f ine ly  dressed with no indicat ion tha t  they were intended t o  be covered. 
The house's s t a i r  i s  somewhat awkwardly located i n  the  northwest corner of 
the south r o w .  It ascends f o r  three s teps  t o  a paneled door, then winds t o  
an eastern d i rec t ion  where it ascends for  the r e s t  of i ts  length i n  a 
s t r a igh t  run between par t i t ions .  A s imilar ,  but  more simple s t a i r  serves 
the wing. 

An outstanding fea ture  of the  i n t e r i o r  is i ts  f ine  mantels. The 
de l ica te  Federal mantel i n  the  north room has paired colonet tes  with s p i r a l  
reeding supporting an entablature  with projecting end and center  panels. 
On each of the  panels i n  the  f r i e z e  a r e  reeded paterae. The cornice has 
cable and d e n t i l  moldings, and the l i n e r  molding has diagonal reeding. The 
south room's mantel has reeded d a s r e  r-a f r i P Z P 0 l c .  and 
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dent i led cornice. Above the  mantel is a wooden cupboard s e t  i n  the  chimney 
breas t .  The mantel o r ig ina l ly  was not centered on the  chimney breast  and was 
moved s l i g h t l y  t o  the  west during the  res torat ion.  It was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  
an Indianhead penny, dated 1861, was found ins ide the chimney's f lue ,  suggesting 
t ha t  t h i s  may have been a hiding place fo r  valuables during t he  War Between the  
S ta tes .  The mantel i n  the  f i r s t - f l o o r  wing room has a molded surround with  a 
simple entablature and she l f .  The second-floor north r o w  mantel has a simple 
architrave surround with deep f r i e z e  and narrow molded cornice.  The o r i g i n a l  
mantel i n  the opposite room was l o s t ,  and the  present mantel i s  a copy of t h a t  
i n  the  north room. 

Prior t o  the  res tora t ion ,  the second-floor r o w s  were covered with 
tongue-and-groove sheathing. When t h i s  was removed, r ~ g h l y - f i n i s h e d  horizonta 
boards were found underneath. This boarding could not be preserved s o  t he  
walls were plastered.  Also, the  pa r t i t i on  between the  h a l l  and the  north room 
was sh i f ted  s l i g h t l y  t o  the  nor th  t o  provide room f o r  a bath. 

ACL 

The basement of the  wing o r ig ina l ly  served as the  ki tchen as evidenced 
by i ts  la rge  f i rep lace  and pothooks. The f loor ,  probably o r i g i n a l l y  packed 
ear th ,  was br ick  paved during the  res torat ion.  The south room of the  main 
sect ion had i t s  f l oo r  excavated a foot t o  give a ce i l ing  height of seven f ee t .  
rXlring t h i s  process, a number of f lagstones were found beneath the  l a t e r  cement 
f loor .  These stones were used t o  pave the  areaway under the  wing porch. The 
area under the  nor th  room is used fo r  storage and has a height  of only t h r ee  
f ee t .  - 

Hope Dawn's grounds contain several  outbuildings. To the  south of t he  
house is an old stone and br ick  s t ab l e  t h a t  has been remodeled in to  a guesthous?. 
A simple stone s t ruc tu re  southwest of the house has served var iously  as a d i s t i . l e ry  
and a chicken house, The frame o f f i ce  t o  the  r~orthwest of t he  house was o r ig ina l ly  
i n  the yard of an o ld  tavern i n  Amherst Court House, and was moved t o  its prese3t 
s i t e  i n  the  l a t e  1950's. Enclosing the  house's f ron t  yard is a handsome stone 
wall which runs along the  t r a c e  of the  old Bethel turnpike. Stone gateposts 
with chiseled pyramidal caps mark the  entrance t o  the  f ron t  walk. A stone 
mounting block remains nearby. The e n t i r e  complex is i n  a beau t i fu l  pastoral  
s e t t i n g  with dramatic views of surrounding f i e l d s ,  woodlands and mountains. 

I 
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This compact early-nineteenth-century farmhouse i s  an elegantly 
refined and excel lent ly  preserved example of Piedmont Virginia  ru ra l  
archi tecture .  I t s  f i ne ly  craf ted de t a i l s  and balanced proportions i1lustrat:q 
the high qua l i ty  of the  building a r t s  ~ r e v a l e n t  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  remote areas 
of the  s t a t e .  I n  i ts  unspoiled pastoral  s e t t i ng  with t he  foo th i l l s  of the  
Blue Ridge Mountains as  a backdrop, Hope Dawn forms a memorable image of 
r u r a l  l i f e  in old Virginia. 

Hope Dawn o r ig ina l ly  was the country home of  Dr. Howell Davies (1795-. 
before 1858), a noted Lynchburg druggist. Davies was t h e  grandson of 
Nicholas Davies, a nat ive of Wales who sete led i n  Henrico County, Virginia 
i n  1730, and l a t e r  moved t o  Bedford County where he s e t t l e d  on lands 
patented by him between 1771 and 1783. It was on pa r t  of t h i s  land, locatec. 
west of Lynchburg on the  south s ide  of the James River, t h a t  Howell Davies 
b u i l t  the  present house. The exact construction date has not been documentc( 
but the Bedford County land books l i s t  Howell Davies as  owning 1200 acres 
on the James from 1827 to  1841. An 1839 deed shows t h a t  Davies mortgaged hi! 
1200 acres as well  as one l o t  on Cocke S t r ee t  (present day F i f t h  S t r ee t )  i n  
Lynchburg t o  secure payment of a debt. Davies maintained h i s  town residence 
on Cocke S t r ee t ,  and presumably h i s  phalntacy establishment was i n  t he  same 
building. 

Davies is remembered i n  Lynchburg not only as a prominent druggist ,  
but as the  owner of " ~ l i n d  Bi l ly ,"  a famous Negro s lave  who played the f i f e .  
"Blind Billy" was l a t e r  purchased by the townspeople of Lynchburg who gave 
him h i s  freedom. He is buried i n  the  h i s t o r i c  Old City Cemetery. 

Davies paid back h i s  mortgage i n  1839 and l a t e r  t h a t  same year he 
sold 723 acres of h i s  Bedford County property including "the residence of 
the land" t o  James A. Meriweather. I n  1843 Meriweather so ld  271 acres of 
t h i s  property". . .south of Bethel Road . . .with appurtenances" t o  W i l l i a m  
Steen. The property remained i n  Steen's ownership u n t i l  1874 when 141 acres 
described as being on the  James River and Kanawha Canal and Bethel Road, 
and known as  the  "Mansion House t r ac t , "  was purchased by Emily S. Lecky. I t  
was during the Lecky ownership (2874-1924) t ha t  the  f i r s t  mention of the 
property's name, "Hope Dawn" appeared. I n  1956 Hope Dawn was purchased from 
Martin Johnson by Mrs. Samuel Allen Chambers, who i n  1968 deeded i t  t o  her 
twin sons, Samuel Allen, Jr. and W i l l i a m  Russell Chambers, the present owner.. 
The Chambers family undertook an extensive res torat ion of the  property i n  
the 1960's. 



M.T.P. 

Fern 10-3000 U N I T E 0  STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(JUIY 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T l O N A l  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Cantinuation Sheet) 

S T A T E  

Virginia 
COUYTy 

Bedford 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

R N T R V  NUY.ER D A T E  

I 
[N-be  -11 &.a) 

8. 

The Bethel Road mentioned i n  ear ly  deeds i s  preserved i n  a short  
sect ion i n  f ron t  of the  house as a pr ivate  drive. This ear ly  stage road is 
sa id  t o  have been used on occasions by Thomas Jefferson as  a shortcut from 
Monticello t o  h i s  Bedford County r e t r ea t ,  Poplar Forest. 
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